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Disease modeling in laboratory animals was always a challenge to understand pathogenesis of 
neurodegeneration and to test new therapies. However, not all animal models reproduce well the symptoms, 
lesions, and cause of different neurodegenerative diseases. Therefore, I try to offer in this paper a critical view of 
models used for treatment translation to clinical studies.   I conclude that transgenic models are important for 
understanding gene/protein function but not necessarily for testing drugs for neurodegenerative disorders.  
Instead of artificial/transgenic models, more natural neurodegenerative models should be used in current 
research, with better chances for novel drug discovery. 
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